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Presidentôs Message 

 
This issue was delayed a bit to allow coverage of 

the Brumos Car Collection event in Jacksonville.  As billed, 
this was a special privilege to be able to see the collection 
and the Brumos Race Shop.  Thanks go to Jon Meigs for 
his efforts over many months to set up a date, and to Mark 
Pribanic for serving as Registrar and setting up the tour 
details and lunch.  We all enjoyed meeting many of the 
Jacksonville 356 ñgroupò who have not been able to make 
it to other Club events.  Look for an article on the event in 
this issue. 
 

For you new members (nine this issue) and 
others, we encourage you to order  a FOG name badge. 

Our special design has a place for a picture of your car.  
They are available by going to our website 
www.356fog.com and choosing the Name Badge Ordering 
tab.   
 

Donôt forget to consider going to the East Coast 
Holiday in Indiana in September. It is a great way to rack 
up some miles and meet other 356ers.  See Registry 
magazine or link on our website.  Jan and I are signed up.  

 
 
 

 

 
So far, I have racked up zero miles this year due 

to my restoration project that started last October.  It 
started out appearing to be a  pretty straightforward project 
with maybe some minor panel repair.  After media blasting 
by the body shop, we found no rust, but instead some ugly 
repairs that had been covered with Bondo.  It was decided 
that a new front clip and some other panels was th e best 
way to go.  Considering the major work required, things 
moved along well, and I will be trailering the car back to 
my garage next week for reassembly. Now if I can only 
remember where I put all those parts, and notes on how 
they go back on the car.  
 

I hope the ñRegionalò groups are continuing to 
have local mini events to keep up the fun and friendships.  
In Central Florida we piggybacked on a local Wheels and 

Keels event in Tavares (near Mt. Dora).  They had a 40 car 
show of primarily vintage sports cars.  FOG accounted for 
the five Porsche entries and we had a pleasant, laid back 
day on the shores of Lake Dora.  Michael Owen secured 
the Best of Show trophy. 

 
We have a firm date of Saturday, August 15 for 

Kirk Stowersô Barbeque and Bull Session so please mark it 
on your calendar. 
 
Drive those cars -  John 
 

 
 
Amelia Island: 

Harry and Judy Bopp Bask 

In the Reflected Glory of 

Their Carrera Speedster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by Connie Schmitt 
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Foggy Weekend at Amelia Island  
by Connie Schmitt 

 
We love living in Florida.  The Amelia Island 

Concours dôElegance is one of the reasons.   
 

Bob and I commuted from our home to the Ritz -
Carlton for the Amelia Island Concours dôElegance 
festivities on Friday through Sunday.  This year, each of 
our morning drives on Route A1A to Amelia was foggy.     
 

We started on Friday with the ñThe Great 
Customizers.ò  This seminar closed with a great Porsche 
356 moment.  A soon-to-be-restored customized 356 was 
unveiled by Chairman Bill Warner to its customizer Dean 
Jeffries.  Mr. Jeffries was visibly touched.  We moved on to 
see the R&M auction cars, many with a fabulous beach 
backdrop.  Itôs interesting to see the 356 sales prices from 
that auction at the R&M website.  
 

Saturdayôs ñThe Great Roadster Driversò seminar 
included former In dy winners Bobby Unser, Johnny 
Rutherford, Parnelli Jones, and Jim Rathmann.  After 
Johnny Rutherford recalled a race where ñParn-oilyò Jones 
dropped oil, Mr. Jones called him Johnny ñWreck-a-Ford.ò  
Hilarious!  Later we ran into FOG trustees Mike Owen and 
Glen Getchell.  The rest of our day was spent as volunteers 
at the Silent Auction.   
 

Show Day finally arrived.   There was electricity in 
the air.  No, it was just dense fog again.  The fog was so 
thick that we could barely see the north bank as we 
crossed on the St. Johns River Ferry.    The forecast 
included a chance of rain, and, despite our drought, I 
hoped that it would not be another rainy Amelia show like 
our first one in 2003.   
 

When we arrived, we checked in at the volunteer 
tent and then sprint ed though the show field (on the Golf 
Club of Amelia Island at Summer Beach) to see as many of 
these magnificent cars as we could.  We saw Jean Goutalôs 
1966 Porsche 906 Carrera 6 that won The Bob 
Carlson/Porsche Cars North America Trophy For The Most 

Outstanding Porsche, and Michael Robottomôs 1964 
Porsche 904, winner of the Joe Pendergast Trophy For The 
Most Outstanding Race Car.  We were wowed by the 
ñPhantom Corsair,ò featured on this yearôs Amelia poster.  
We saw some of the fashion show, the Cars of David 
Hobbs (2009 Amelia Honoree), and a whole class for 
Yellow Italian Cars!  See this yearôs Amelia photos from 
http://neilrashbaphotography.smugmug.com/Concours_d_
Elegance_2009. 
  

Time flew quickly and by late morning, the fog 
had lifted and it was an ab solutely picture-perfect day.  We 
reported to the Porsche 4 Cam class and introduced 

ourselves to the owners as their afternoon class hosts.   
 

Yes, you read this right.  We were assigned to 
spend the whole afternoon with the Porsche 4 Cam class!  
How lucky can we be?   We have been volunteers for the 
Amelia Island Concours dôElegance since 2003 and have 

always had great classes, but for  Porschephiles and 356 
fans, this was the best!   
 

The morning fog had lifted but we were 
surrounded by FOG, the Porsche 356 Florida Owners 
Group.  We had met FOG member Harry Bopp at the 
Amelia Concours two years ago with his fabulous Carrera 
Coupe.  This year, Harry and Judy Bopp won the Amelia 
Award in the Porsche 4 Cam class with their 1957 Porsche 
356 1500 GS Carrera Speedster.  We first saw this amazing 
silver/black Speedster in January at the ñGathering of the 
Faithfulò FOG event in Lakeland, and it still takes my breath 
away. 
 

Kent Rawson showed a beautiful red Porsche 
Carrera at Amelia this year.  I think this was in the final 
stage of restoration when we toured his collection in Largo 
with the FOG group in 2007. 
 

You see more people if you stand still, and 
standing near the Porsche 4 Cams you eventually see any 
356 Registry, FOG members, or other 356 fans attending 
Amelia.  Itôs kind of a magnetic force.  We saw 356 experts 
Don Fowler, Gary Kempton, and Weldon Scrogham, and 
FOG members Jim Bruton, Don Lykins, Mark Pribanic (on 
crutches), John Reker, Frank and Ann Scheu, Kirk and 
Rosemary Stowers, and Jim and Kathy Voss.  Please 
forgive me if you were there too and I omitted your name.  
 

We love living in Florida.  The Amelia Island 
Concours dôElegance is one of the reasons and the Florida 
FOG is another.  Cool cars and warm people! 
 

 
     Pups With Taste                      Photo by Connie Schmitt 
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Brumos Tour  

By Mark Pribanic 
 
 There were thunderstorms for several days in 
North Florida leading up to the 2009 Tour of the Brumos 
Race Shop & Museum.  However, the weather finally broke, 
and Friday and Saturday were sunny and breezy.  As I 
pulled into the Brumos Race Shop parking area, I was 
surprised at seeing many 356ers already there, talking 
amongst one another.  After a few minutes,  Don 
Leatherwood, the General Manager of the Brumos Race 
Team, greeted us outside at 59 Lee Rd and gave us a brief 
rundown for the day's event.   
    
 The longest distance driven was Joe Denais of 
Sarasota.  Joe drove his 1961 Roadster over 260 miles, one 
way.  The closest participant not driving his 356 was David 
Pechumer of Jacksonville.  David lives less than 2 miles 
from Brumos and followed the "Safety First" slogan and 
chose to leave his Super 90 at home due to inoperative 
brake lights. (Jab, Jab...). 
 
   For those of you not familiar with Brumos 
Porsche, the company began in 1953 when Hubert 
Brundage founded Brundage Volkswagen in Miami Springs, 
Florida. Mr. Brundage moved the operation to Jacksonville 
in 1955. He was one of 6 distributors licensed to import 
Porsche in 1957 and was the distributor for 7 southern 
states. Other well known distributors of this time were Max 

Hoffman (New York) and Competition Motors (Los  
 

 

Angeles).  In 1959 Brundage Motors changed their name to 
Brumos Porsche.  "Brumos" was the company's 
international cable address and an abbreviation for 
Brundage Motors on their telex receipts.  In 1962 , Mr. 
Brundage opened his first Porsche showroom at 5th & Main 
Streets in downtown Jacksonville.  After Hubert Brundage 
was tragically killed in 1965 in a motorcycle accident, 
famed race driver Peter Gregg acquired the dealership, 
which he owned until his death.  The current owner, 
former FOG member Dan Davis, later purchased the 
dealership.   Hubert Brundageôs son Jan is a current FOG 
member. 
  
 In 1968 Hurley Haywood joined Brumos, and 
the tradition of racing excellence continued.  Manager Bob  
Snodgrass, who died a couple of years ago, was 
instrumental in making Brumos the racing powerhouse that 
it is today.  Brumos has become one of the most successful 
Porsche race teams in history.  They have raced several 
generations of Porsches including the 356 (notably by 
FOGôs Bill Bencker) 911, 914, 935, 962, 917,  Porsche Riley, 
and Porsche Fabcar.  The most recent win for Brumos 
Racing was the 2009 Rolex 24hours of Daytona, again 
proving that Brumos Porsche is one of the most formidable 
Porsche race teams in history.  
 
 (The above information is believed to be 
accurate and correct based on my research through 
multiple sources. However, as there is no definitive or 
official written history, this paragr aph could contain 
discrepancies.) 
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 As we walked through the garage door at 59 
Lee Rd, the first thing we saw was a 1953 Coupe under 
restoration.  I was quite pleased  that Brumos not only sells 
new Porsches but also appreciates its past history and 
heritage.  We met Race Team Manager Don Leatherwood 
in the Engine Build Room.  Before the tour, we presented 
him with a thank you  gift from the Florida Owners Group.  
We had a 1962 Brumos Porsche price list blown up to a 
24"x 36" poster and framed it as a gift for their  gracious 
southern hospitality.  I was very pleased with Don's 
excitement and, during the presentation, the Chief 
Operating Officer of Brumos, Randy Rhoden, stopped by 
and also thanked us for the gift.   
 
 The first tour began shortly after.   While 
waiting for the fir st tour to finis h, I ran into an old friend 
and fairly new (2 -3 years) Brumos Racing Public Relations 
Manager, Patty Tantillo.  Patti shared some of the victory 
celebrations during their 2009 Rolex 24hrs of Daytona win.  
I was part of the second tour , and, as we entered the 
museum, we walked under a large phrase painted on the 
archway "Kein Vergleich" which translates to "No 
Comparison".  The far wall consisting of large white  
squares was located next to FOG member Bill Bencker's 
former 550 Spyder. Since it is a Brumos tradition that every 
guest sign their name on these squares with a black 
Sharpie pen, the wall of white squares contains many 
famous names from all walks of life; from Jerry Seinfeld to 
Norbert Singer.  Don Leatherwood started each tour by 
highlighting the e x-Huschke von Hanstein 550 Spyder. We 
then moved in a counter clockwise direction to a  Formula V 
race car and then to a 959.  The ceiling appeared to be 
about 30 feet high and had many racing suits hanging from 
it.  The walls were adorned with Porsche factory race 
posters, black & white photographs, and 

battle-scarred sheet metal from both the Brumos 914 -6 
and Red, White and Blue livery race cars.  Other vehicles 
that stood out were the Mercedes Transporter painted 
factory colors with a 906 on the lift, a D elorean gullwing, 
the AJ Foyt 962, a couple of 356s, a few early 911's and 
the Brumos 914-6.  At the end of the tour, we took a group 
photo around the  Porsche race Transporter.   
                             

 We concluded the event with an outdoor lunch 
at the Ale House.  The parking lot outside the restaurant 
had a great color selection of 356s. It  was like a color chart 
for 356s including Togo Brown, Ruby Red, Irish Green, 
Black, Silver, Condor Yellow, Slate Grey, Ivory and 
Aquamarine. After lunch, everyone traveled back to their 
home base.  You can follow the Brumos race team in the 
Grand Am racing series at www.brumosracing.com.   
 

Seven Bridges Tour  

by Mark Pribanic 

My morning started in Jacksonville Beach at 7:30 
a.m. Four generations of Porsches were represented as we 
made the 30 odd mile cruise from the Beaches to our 
monthly 356 Florida Owners Group breakfast meet point in 
Orange Park. It was cold (lower 40 s),  but blessedly clear 
and sunny. We arrived early to greet other 356 s, as well as 
other enthusiasts who drove their "P" Cars.  I had 
announced the departure time as 8:30 a.m., knowing there 
would be some stragglers.   The stragglers happened to be 
driving a 1963 Super 90 'Clown Car'. My good friend Dave 
Pechumer, his brother John and future 356 owner Chad 
Nightingale came tearing in the lot around 8:40  a.m.  After 
the Three Amigos arrived, we had our driversô meeting.  

http://www.brumosracing.com/
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The object of the cruise was to hit all 7 bridges 
that cross the St. Johns River in the Jacksonville area. The 
tour would cover 61+ mile s and take us a couple of hours, 
the goal being to drive our 356 s and to take some good 
photographs. We left the parking lot promptly at 9  a.m. 

We did a similar cruise for DY356 day. Three 356s 
made it to t he 2008 cruise. This time we had 11 P Cars, 5 
of which were 356s. As the organizer of the event, I led the 
pack onto the highway for our 2 hour tour. For safety 
concerns I had Chad navigate and snap what few pics we 
could, being out front.  

As we made our way up I -95 northbound, Chad 
spotted 2 exits I had not seen before. One for the 'A' 
drivers: 356 A and one for 'B' drivers: 356 B. The trip was 
scenic, and we had no technical difficulties.   We arrived in 
San Marco ahead of schedule to enjoy an early lunch at 
European Street Café 

 

 
 
Jacksonville Recognizes the 356       Photos by Mark Pribanic 

 

 
 
 

Bismark Turns 50!  

As Told to Tom Pletcher 
 

 On February 4, 1959, a special, Factory-ordered 
PORSCHE, #105651, was delivered to Tom Pletcher by 
Precision Motor Cars of Beverly Hills, California.  Fast 
Forward 50 years to the Fantasy of Flight in Polk City, 
Florida, where FOG members gathered for a lunch party 
and a free tour of the aviation attraction, followed by a 45 
mile driving tour along one of Tomôs favorite ñexercise 
circuits.ò  It being a very chilly day, the turnout was quite 
intimate.  The drive (shunpiking ï Look THAT up in your 
Funk & Wagnallôs!) ended at Tom and Marilynôs home in 
Auburndale for birthday cake, cookies, hot and cold drinks, 
and lakeside photo opportunities.  At precisely 3:56 p.m., a 
special Porsche cake and Porsche cookies were served by 
Jan Marshall, together with champagne and other festive 
beverages.   
 
 ñBisôsò engine had just had its fourth overhaul, 
done at 397,000 miles by Kirk Stowersôs 356 shop in 
Melbourne, and had been installed only the day before.   
Other birthday presents were new tires (See article below) 
and a new battery.  
 
 This event, according to Tom, far exceeded the 
thrill of the delivery way back in the last century.  Having a 
supportive 356 wife and friendly FOG couples sharing all 
the excitement has added a very personal dimension to 

356ing. 
 
 Watch for Bismarkôs story in the fall issue of the 
356 Registry (Original Owners series).  See the FOG web 
site www.356fog.com for many more photos in glorious 
color. 
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