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Presi dentds Message
by John Reker How does that tune go? fi On

Our big event for the fall is the Collier Museum m})’l.g? 'Sszgcgrfgethﬁ t:?aq an: made it to the East Coast
Visit Saturday, November 14. The Collection is one of the 1aay. iclel IS ISSue.
most significant sports car museums in the world and the o . ) .
presetaton i e museum is s s They have ot T NI Comuiee s be eporing e
only Porsches, but other marques. It is a private museum November 9
and we are very fortunate to be accepted as visitors. )
Additional details and Registration form are in this issue Hope to see vou at multivle events - John
and on our website. Space is limited so if you plan to P y P
attend please register ASAP.

FOG is planning to participate in two other events Kirk Stowers Bu Il Session
sponsored by others. Roar o] Soar at ty&onhi@Sthmitt o f FIlight
(Polk City) is November 7, and St. Petersburg Yacht Club
Motor Classic November 15. A number of members have Many FOG members, excited about the
their cars entered in the Lake Mirror Motor Classic Auto opportunity to add miles to thei
Festival October 17 in Lakeland, and the Winter Park yeardés Driving Award, madtee t he t
Concours November 8. Stop by and chat and see these annual fiBull KiSSeks s Bbowe rasto 356 R

great shows. Details on website.

Finally, note the Gathering of the Faithful in
January is getting closer. Michael Owen has a first class
weekend arranged. Please send in your registration now,
and also make your room reservations.

We Opetmg imtbetFO@ Driving Contest, so
Bob and | chose a vehicle with air conditioning for this trip.
Was that really such a bad decision for our 160 mile Florida
trip in August?

Al't hough Kirkés invitation a

Space Coast PCA regionwe saw mostly a FOG crowd when

we arrived. We did the usual parking lot stroll and saw

which hard-core members had driven their

356s. We soon escaped from the parking lot

heat to Kirkés cool shop.
cool, not only with its comfortable
temperature, but also the cool restoration

projects.

Wor k in Progress at Kirk St

Photo by Connie Schmitt



We were amazed at the metamorphosis of Dan After getting the Super 90, Kirk tracked down, Mr.
Birdés Outlaw 356 coupe, t r an sTylerrimm& dursihgr lvome ia Sabaaotaj calledy hire, yand
primer last year into a head-t ur ni ng f Wi mbl e d centhus@stieallyriotd him that he now owns his old car. Mr.

beauty. Kirk explained how he found a moon roof to fit Tyl er responded with an wunenthu
this 356. He first created a template with the curve of the eventually askedndgWhatdarwi ybui g
356 roofline and then carried the template with him was expecting a bigger reaction!
everywhere. Can you imagine Kirk walking through the the finished restoration, hopefu
Publix parking lot with this template in his hip pocket? meeting and AGathering of the Fa
Whenever he would see a car with a moonr oo f , hedéd pull
out his template. His Cinderella search was over when the Whil e we were | ist ehsiwifleg t o K
templ ate fit the top of a 0 n e wRonsemary\VinisheBseténg Upahe buffek lencha Wegehjayede .
The fit was within 1/4 inch! a classic southern Charlie and
continued the bull session. It was great to catch up with

This Outlaw will have many exciting features. Itis old friends and meet new ones.
powered by a VW Type 4 engine and has a complete 911
rear suspension. Modern conveniences include air Thanks again to Kirk and Rosemary for hosting
conditioning, power windows, satellite radio, rear camera, another enjoyable event.
TV,andanavi gati onal imgtobdwidh. ltds go

P.S: Jack Curight and Bob Sturm of Gainesville called Kirk

Next, Kirk looked at the Super 90 in restoration, on Sunday when they couldndot fi.
and wistfully told us about reconnecting with one of his about 24 hours late in arriving for the bull session, which
first loves after over 30 years. Yes, this is about the Super by then had taken on a much more intimate aspect. Kirk
90. The story starts in 1963 when Kirk moved to Satellite really enjoye d Bobds story of owni ng
Beach. Ray Tyler, a neighbor who lived across the street, Speedster prototype. They ended the mini-bull session at
had a black 1957 356 A coupe. The black 356 turned into Charl i e aleadn!)Jakedsar beque. We 6 r |
a white Super 90. This may have started the 356 love missed Jack and Bob, and hope to hear their 356 stories
affair with Kirk. next year.

The Super 90 has not been driven since it was

badly wrecked with only 52,000 miles on the odometer. See these pictures and manytleers in brilliant
Years later, Dave Helmick (who won Daytona 24 Hours color at our web site:

with Hurley Haywood and John Graves in 1977) bought

both of Mr. Ty | e r $fsom @ 816 shop in Palm Bay and WWW'356ng'00m

took them as parts cars to Pennsylvania. After years of

hibernation there, Dave compensated Kirk for some help by

giving him the Super 90. In addition to the provenance of

Kirkés early connection through Mr. Tyl er, the Super 90
came with its original title, which had never been

transferred, and the original bill of sale.

Registration at the
Stowers Bull Session
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Summer 6 s Last

by Karim Rahemtulla

Of course, it's still above 90 degrees as | write
this, but officia lly summer's over. Soon it will be time for all
of us to really put some miles on our cars.

It's been a few months since | joined the gang for
a Sunday drive, and | am glad to report that the core
group still comes for every drive, especially on Drive Your
356 Day. And every car continues to look like it just rolled
of the showroom floor...except for Mike and Debbie Owen &
Speedster which looks even better | am sure than it looked
leaving the factory!

John and Jan Reker's 356C looked absolutely
stunning after a long restoration, which many of us have
followed in these pages. Of course, there are a couple of
bugs to straighten out...a consequence of having the
pleasure of driving a handmade work of art.

The destination was a restaurant on the shores of
Little Lake Harris, in Lake County. Little Lake Harris is
anything but little and is one of the larger lakes in Central
Florida. We began our drive from the Panera on
Restaurant Row on SandLake Road. Our journey there was
uneventful, always a good thing for our group! Dave Shirk
chose nice driving roads with several twisty curves (a little
faster around those next time guys) and a nice hilly
straight that took us up to some of the highest points in
the State.

Speaking of bugs, there were plenty to wipe o ff
after the drive, on my car anyway. Apparently we caught
the beginnings of our fall love bug season, particularly

Dr jabgpt
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mile outside Howey-in-the-Hills where we all
stopped for lunch at JB Boondocks, an apropos name for
sure. It's great to see truth in advertising actually mean
something, for a change.

At the restaurant we were greeted by a nice
surprise as spray
placed at each table setting, courtesy of Festivals of Speed.
Our tables enjoyed a beautiful view of the lake, which was
unusually quiet for a Sunday. Topics for conversation
ranged from the usual mechanical tips to the upcoming car
show season with two big local shows, at Lake Mirror in
Lakeland and the Winter Park Concours. We will have a
good showing at both this coming November.

In the coming days we will begin to see the first
signs of fall, with humidity levels dropping like a rock in
October. It 6s o ourcas and £moy whato
we love most about Florida, the moderate winters. There
will be a lot of events coming up that will put some miles
on your car and smiles on your face. Be sure that your 356
is tuned and ready to roll!

Kirk E. Stowers
President

STOWERS

2495 Jen Drive #14, Melbourne, Florida 32940
321-676-2590 « Fax: 321-751-3556

kstowers@cfl.rr.com

Central Florida Drive Your
356 Day
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Journey to the East Coast Holi  day
by John Reker

The challenging part was finishing the car on
time. | started the restoration a year ago right after
returning from the Holiday in Lancaster, PA. The final
operation was having Sid Collins put the engine back in the
car after resealing and going over the engine. | got the car
from Sid with less than a week until we had to leave. |
needed to swap steering wheels, install seat belts, do a
short test drive, wax it, etc., and finished up late Sunday of
Labor Day weekend. Monday was LaborDay so | rested a
bit and packed my emergency repair kit and our clothes.
We took off Tuesday morning and we were driving solo,
since no one else was going from Central Florida. The trip
went well with no problems, although the vent window A/C
left a lot to be desired.

Got to the French Lick, Indiana, site Thursday
morning to be in time for a Poker Rally at 1:00 PM. After
chatting with some people, we learned the rally was
cancelled because they could not find several places for the
cars to stop to pick out cards from a deck. So, we picked
up a self-guided tour sheet, and did a run with Glenn and
Amy Long who drove up from Dunnellon, and a couple
from Pennsylvania. Really nice country roads with no one
on them, and fun rolling hills. Friday was a variety of tech
sessions and a literature/swap meet. Saturday was the
concours, with about 200 cars on the hotel grounds and
gardens. A perfect setting and perfect weather. The West
Baden Springs Hotel (newly restored grand hotel and spa
dating back to 1902) was everything they had advertised
and more, with a spectacular 200 foot diameter, six story
high, atrium.

We drove home solo in two days and overall had
no rain or mechanical problems the whole trip. We did not
plan on the restoration shake down trip being a 2000 mile
solo journey, but we kept the faith , and the Porsche did
not let us down.

FOG members at the
Holiday 1 Buster Venable, Kirk
Stowers and his wife, Rosemary
Layne, Glenn and Amy Long



