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Presidentôs Message 
 

It is with great pleasure that the Trustees 
announce the appointment of Mark Pribanic to be a 
Trustee, filling out the term of Richard Hall.  Mark lives in 
the Jacksonville area and is very active among the 
breakfast group there.  He has participated in and written 
fine articles about many FOG events.  See his brief ñbioò 
and some pictures in this issue. 
 

As we were going to press on the last issue we 
had the very successful visit to Darrell Davis Car Collection, 
followed by a driving tour, and then a cookout at Mike and 
Debbie Owenôs home.  Many thanks to Mike and Debbie for 

organizing and hosting this great get together.  See event 
article in this issue. 

 
I jus t received my August issue of Excellence 

magazine. On page 68 there is a nice article about one of 
our member families, the McDermaids, and their 1958 
Speedster.  There is also another 356 article in the issue.  
In fact, I have been impressed with Excellen ce lately in 
that they average one 356 article per issue ï all well done.   

 
Four  members, Harry Bopp, Mike Davis 

(Orlando), Sid Wilde and George Dunn are going to the 
West Coast Holiday in June so we will look for a story in 
the next issue. 

 

 
Two of Darrell Davis's Four 54 Plymouths                             

Photo by Connie Schmitt  

Although the East Coast Holiday is in September, 
it is sold out already.  I sent out an email to find out who 
will be attending from FOG and found a substantial 
contingent.  Here are the responses so far: 
  
 Bob Dewey  Melbourne 
 Jim McIlwain  Tampa   
 Stan Pfost  Winter Park 
 Mike Owen  Longwood 
 John Reker  Winter Park 
 Susann Miller  Naples 
 Sid Wilde  Ft. Lauderdale & NH                  
 Michael Branning  Gilbert, SC 
 Marc Woontner  Naples 
 Tom Holzer  St. Petersburg 
 Mike Davis  Orlando 
 Tom Pletcher  Auburndale 
 Jim Kirkhuff  Largo 
 Dick Weiss  Cincinnati, OH 
 George Dunn  Fayetteville, GA 
 
That is all for now.  
 
Drive those cars -  John 
 

 
Darrell Davis Collection  

By Glen Getchell 
 
 

At the end of March, FOG members gathered in 
Sanford Florida for a rare opportunity to view a private 
collection & facility owned by Darrell Davis.  Darrell Davis 
for those who did not attend, is a good friend of FOG 
member and Trustee Mike Owen.  Darrell is a retired V.P. 
of Chrysler, a former Technical Director for the NHRA and 
was involved in building & racing Chrysler products.  So 
you can see, he is a true car guy.  Over the years, his 
collection has been shown and has won numerous awards 
at such venues as Pebble Beach, Meadowbrook, and 
Ameilia Island.   

 
Currently Darrellôs collection includes two  1963 

Plymouth Sport Furys (with Max Wedge Super Stock 
Option), two  ó57 Fuelie Corvettes, a ó57 Fuelie Convertible 
Chevy, as well as one of the earliest Plymouths made, a 
1928 model, parked next to the very last Plymouth  built,  a  
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    Darrell Davis (Center) -  Photo by Connie Schmitt 

 
2001 Neon.  These two cars are in a walled off section of 
his facility meant to resemble an early Plymouth dealership.  
In addition Darrell currently has four near -perfect 1954 
Plymouth Belvederes.  These four cars represent each of 
the available body styles and color schemes for that year.  
The cars hold a special place in Darrellôs heart, as he 
learned to drive in a ó54 Belvedere.  While these ó54ôs are 
beyond impressive in their restored condition, it does not 
escape their owner that these cars are not generally 
considered ñcollectable.ò  In fact , Darrell joked that a friend 
once said that Darrell was the President of the ó54 
Plymouth club and that only one copy of the clubôs 
newsletter would be printed, and that Darrell would then 
mail it to himself.  
 

In addition to these nearly perfect automotive 
examples, Darrellôs facility is designed to bring back 
memories, not just provide car storage.  The facility is 
segregated into areas, such as the early dealership 
previously mentioned, an area designed to replicate his 
fatherôs Esso Station in Sharon, PA, in the early ó50ôs, an 
office, a trophy room which includes many awards from top 
concours events around the country, a collection of over 
1,000 Danbury & Franklin Mint scale models, and my 
favorite, the Ferrari room.  While no real Ferraris reside 
there, it is apparent that Darrell has an affinity for this 
marque.  He proudly displays numerous window stickers 
which accompany the pictures of Ferraris he once owned.  
On the second floor there is a collection of ó50ôs era 
bicycles.  While these bikes mostly pre-date me, Iôm sure 
that they brought back youthful memories of f ormer Super  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hero-like thighs for many who viewed them.  For those 
who did not see these bikes, Iôm talking about the stylish, 
single-speed, sheet metal adorned coaster brake monsters 
that were known for their road -hugging weight.   The kind 
of bike that , combined with one of those front wheel -driven 
headlight generators, would bring even the great Lance 
Armstrong to his knees on a flat surface.    
 

Currently Darrell has no Porsches.  His last, a ó61  
Cabriolet, now resides in Mike Owenôs garage.  However, a 
close relative, a ó69 VW bug, which Darrellôs wife bought 

new, has been restored to perfection and now sits behind 
glass walls. 
 

Looking at Darrellôs cars is like viewing a mini 
concours dôelegance.  These cars are spectacularly perfect.  
Now, as a driver, I can appreciate such cars, but admit that 
I donôt totally understand them.  As I crawled (literally) 
around the ó57 Corvette trying to view every perfectly clean 
nook & cranny, top and bottom, it suddenly occurred to me 
how much I wanted to grab the keys and light up its skinny 
bias-ply whitewall tires and start the enjoyable multi-year 
process of driving the car into the ground.  Of course , 
these years could also be used to start saving up for the 
carôs next 100-point restoration.  Luckily for both Darrell  
and me, I have enough self -control to not even touch 
someone else's car, let alone swipe the keys.   
 

As we left Darrellôs facility, FOG lined up the 
numerous 356s for a drive to Mike Owenôs beautiful home 
for a wonderf ul catered lunch.  While most brought a 356,  
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     The Refreshments Were Good, Too 

there were a few who drove lesser machines.  One in 
particular comes to mind.  It was some funny looking , 
yellow, Italian ñeconomyò thing with some sort of prancing 
horse on the side (Hmmm, where have I seen that horse 
before?).  The excuse the owner had for bringing such a 
pedestrian piece to our parade of beautiful vintage 
Porsches was that all his 356ôs were broken.  Yah! Right!  
You know who you are.  And we know that you know that 
the reason why you did not bring a 356 is that you were 

one of few of us who were smart enough to bring a car 
with A/C.  (As we certainly got a ta ste of summer later in 
the day.) 
 

As we all got our fill of food and fun conversation 
at the Owenôs magnificent abode, Mike was happy to show 
his four car split garage filled with three Porsches (Two 
356ôs and a 911) and one Civic Hybrid.  We all tried to 
ignore the Civic, despite what Iôm sure was every 
attendeeôs current desire to own it every time we stop at 
the pump.   
 

As the event wound down we all thanked Mike 
and his wife Debbie for a spectacular event and headed to 
our cars with some of us quietly cursing Mike for his 
perfectly clean garage floors.  Ok it was just me cursing 
him.  But really, how  do you keep floors that clean?  Itôs 
just not natural!   
            
 

                   Photo by Connie Schmitt 

 
Soon, we were all off in our 356ôs (at least most of 

us) for our drives home.  Regrettably, some of us drove 
right into Orlandoôs heavy traffic, which was made so much 
more enjoyable by the smoking hot summer -like heat and 
humidity.  But even this less-than-enjoyable drive home 
could not dampen the fun I am sure was had by all.   

 
Many thanks to Darrell Davis for sharing his 

collection with us, and to Mike and Debbie Owen for setting 
up this fantastic event and opening their home to the club.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

To see  these pictures in full 

color, go to 

www.356fog.com 
 

 

 

 

 


