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JUNE                    2009          
  

Presidentôs Message 
by John Reker 

 
SAVE THE DATE ï SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 :    

 
Kirk Stowers has persevered and secured the 

above date for FOG to visit the Collier Museum.  This is one 
of the top car collections in the world and a rare 
opportunity.  They have extensive Porsche coverage, but 
also many other makes such as Deusenberg.  The tour also 
includes a run through their on -site restoration shop.  We 
envision meeting at the Museum site in Naples mid 
morning.  The tours will be in groups of 10 -15, each led by 
a docent.  The tours will end in time for a group lunch.  
Exact details, including motel choice for Friday or Saturday, 
will be finalized late summer. 
 

Our next event is Saturday, August 15 ï Stowers 
Barbeque and Bull Session in Melbourne at Kirkôs shop.  
Final details will appear in the August FOGLight and/or 
emails and postcards. 
 

The East Coast Holiday is getting closer.  If you 
plan to go please drop me an email so we can let other 
members know for possible caravan, or just so we can 
meet up at the event.  
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Holiday.  I got the car back from the body/paint shop 
recently and am now putting things back together before 
having it delivered to Michael Murray Enterprises to have 
the interior put in.  From there it goes to Sid Collins at 
Troysport to have the engine put in after addressing some 

oil seal problems.  I am very grateful to two local FOG 
members who are helping tremendously in putt ing the car 
back together.   
 

One thing I have learned from the project, and 
was told at the beginning, is to save everything  when you 
take the car apart, and make good notes and take photos.  
Even though I planned to replace all the seals, the ñnewò 
ones donôt always fit the best.  On my side view mirror the 
ñnewò one was an eighth of an inch too short and would 
not fit the base of the mirror, so I cleaned up the old one 
and all is fine.  Likewise, my old license plate bracket was 
pretty ugly.  I ordered a  new one, but when it came , the 
mounting holes to the body were considerably shorter in 

spacing than the holes in the car.  Somewhere along the 
line in an earlier restoration the holes were drilled wider 
and placed at the top of the plate instead of the bo ttom ï 
come to find out now.  So, Iôm searching for a non 
standard bracket, but meanwhile have the old one to use if 
needed.  These are just a few of the items encountered in 
a fairly major restoration of a non all -original car. Patience 
and problem solving are required attributes.  

 
Drive those cars -  John 
 
 

 
 

PCA Zonefest at 

Mount Dora 
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Headliner Restoration  
by Dan Mazur 

(Reprinted from the Motor Cities Gruppe 
Auspuff Roar) 

 
This winter I bought a ñdriverò 356 through the 

internet.  Itôs a 1965 C Coupe. When it arrived, my hopes 
of driving the car anytime soon evaporated as the 
commercial hauler unsympathetically pushed it off his truck 
and abandoned it at the local Meijer. Mother Nature 
conspired by adding 8 inches of fresh snow on top of the 
poor little coupe before I could get it deposited in my 
driveway.  

 
When I removed the covers this spring, it was 

clear that most of the car would clean up very nicely, with 
the possible exception of the headliner. The vibrant wh ite 
cloth was soiled by tobacco smoke and had turned a coffee 
shade of brown and was framed by moisture stains along 
the edges. It was however, free of other damage. This 
posed a dilemma. The windows and rubber trim were all in 
good shape, so, other than t he unsightly appearance, there 
was really no motivation to replace the headliner. So I set 
about trying to clean it. I scrubbed it with everything in our 
household armory while trying to convince myself I was 
making progress. But with weakened shoulders from 
shoveling the record snowfall this winter I was forced to 
work smarter.  
 

 
Note Water Stains 

I remembered being surprised by an article in a 
British Car magazine in which the author used spray paint 
to renovate his seat upholstery. And so I decided to t ry 
painting the headliner.  If it didnôt work out I could always 
replace it, right? Nothing to lose!  

 
I called the local auto paint store (Ypsilanti Auto 

Parts, Tools, and Paint, 10 N. Park St. Ypsilanti. 734-482-
2362). The in-house paint expert assured me he had 
successfully painted headliners in the past and it works well 
as long as an adhesion promoter is used first.  I picked out 
a high quality vinyl paint made by SEM, along with the 
recommended adhesion promoter. The color was sailcloth 
white (SEM #15603) which sounded perfect on a beautiful 
spring day. The adhesion promoter was a product called 
Sand Free (SEM #38363).  

What I Used 

 
Preparation started by removing the front seats. 

This gave room to move around inside the car and reduced 
worry about accidental overspray. Next came taping off the 
rubber window trim. For this I used 3M green painters tape 
(also purchased at the auto paint store).  I pulled the trim 
back from the headliner using the tip of a blunt 90 degree 
pick (Snap On tool) and slipped tape between the trim and 
headliner with the adhesive side toward the trim. I released 
the pick and folded the tape over and onto the opposite 
side of the trim. This ñwrappedò the trim in tape which 

worked very well and left no witness lines. Household lawn 
bags were cut up to cover the dash and rear panels.  A 
painterôs tarp was draped over the open doors and across 
the floor of the car. On this car, the rear quarter windows 
were removed for other reasons, which proved 
problematic, as it allowed overspray to reach the fenders. 
 

Seats Out 
 

The painting went very quickly. However, the 
instructions recommended spraying the first color coat 

while the adhesion promoter was still wet. I found this hard 
to control as the mixture of the two was runny , and the 
color coat streaked in a few places. I wiped the runs with a 
cloth, which looked bad at first but after subsequent coats 
blended unnoticeably. Next time I will allow the adhesion 
promoter to dry a little longer.  
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Mask Everything Off  

 
The color coat went on about as you would expect 

and dried to the touch quickly. I sprayed two coats of color 
at first and checked out the results. I thought I could see 
shadows in several areas after it dried, so I followed on 
with a third coat within an hour of the first two.  
 

Results were great. All the stain and discoloration 
were completely covered and replaced with a homogenous, 
vibrant white. None of the holes were plugged up. The 
fabric remains flexible and supple. Basically, it looks like a 

new headliner. One thing I did  notice is that it appears a 
little shiny when viewed at an angle with a reflecting light. 
From inside the car that is not noticeable and it looks 
factory new. 
 

 
A Job Well Done!! 

 
Here are a few additional tips from this experience:  
 

 Wear a good respirator and goggles.  
 Work upwind of the area you are painting.  

 Align the car so the wind blows through the open 
doors.  

 Plan on three coats of color, the first one is 
blotchy, the second is much better and the third 
will cover any thin areas that show up afte r the 
first two dry.  

 Donôt worry about the little holes in the fabric, 
somehow they take care of themselves and none 
of them were clogged with paint.  

 Invest in the two dollar plastic handle for the 
spray can as my hand was cramping from pushing 
down on the spray nozzle.  

 I used one can of adhesion promoter and 1 ½ 
cans of color paint. 

 
I have always considered changing a headliner to be a 

big job, but by painting, I was able to achieve a great 
looking result in just a few hours.  I am still amazed at how 
much a fresh looking headliner improves my overall 
impression of the car. It has encouraged me to continue on 
with other tasks to make a nice driver out of a neglected , 
but otherwise sound 356. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Derek Bell Chats with Terry Davis @ Sunrise to Sunset Rally 
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Drive Those Cars Contest  
by John Reker 

 
The contest is starting to heat up.  We have three 

people with 5000 miles or more. Jack Kasmer and Glen 
Getchell went to the Tennessee Tubs event and clocked 
several thousand more miles.  Not sure where Mark 
Koorland and Frank Hood have been going, but they have 
also put on several thousand miles and are in the top four 
for the first time.  Good to see some new contenders.  
Here are all the people who have reported in so far.  We 
welcome more entries as you accumulate miles on long 
trips. 
   

Glen Getchell Seminole  6733 
Frank Hood St. Petersburg  5944 
Jack Kasmer Sebring   5629 
Mark Koorland St. Petersburg  4963 
George Dunn Fayetteville, GA  3184 
Glenn Long Dunnellon  2813 
John King Clearwater  2450 
Mark Pribanic Neptune Beach  1915 
Paul Odegaard Jupiter   1700 
Mike H. Davis Orlando   1642 
Rich Williams Sarasota   1566 
Tom Pletcher Auburndale  1329 
Mike Owen Longwood  1123 

 Mark Hebb Jacksonville    784 

 Arnie Fried Ft. Lauderdale    669
 Bob Ross Englewood    510 

Jerry Holderness St. Petersburg    388 
Frank Scheu Jacksonville    379 

  
As last year, we will award prizes to the top ten for the 
year.  The prizes are not Rolex watches. 

 

 

 

 

Membership Report  
by John Reker 

 
Please welcome the following new members: 
 
Kacy Curry and Don Beyer  are from Tampa.  They have 
a 1958 356A Coupe in suspended restoration, and a 356C 
in running condition, but needing restoration.   They can be 
reached at (813) 237-1932. 
 
Tim Neal  lives in Sea Ranch Lakes, Florida and has a 1964 
C Coupe he has owned 13 years.  He can be contacted at 
(954) 568-0530 
 
John and Holly Knight  join from Atlanta, Georgia.  John 
is the Membership Chairman for the Southern Owners 
Group.  They have a 1963 B Coupe Super.  The car has 
252,000 miles.  Reach them at (404) 931-8700. 
 
Tom and Linda Grudovich  live in Palm Beach and have a 
1960 B Roadster 1600N.  Contact at (561) 655-8150. 
 

Obituary  
 

We announce with sadness the death of Gary 
Kempton  of Crawfordsville, Florida, on June 6, of a heart 
attack.  Gary was a longtime 356 enthusiast and restorer.  
His shop, GK Restorations, hosted a FOG event several 
years ago.  He had previously restored cars under the trade 
name ñMade by Hand.ò  Garyôs restorations won many 
awards over the years at Registry and PCA events.  A 
Carrera Speedster he restored for Harry Bopp won The 
Amelia Trophy at Amelia Island this March. 
 

 
 

 

 

Gary Kempton Holding 

The Amelia Award won by 

Harry Boppôs Carrera 

Speedster, Prepared by 

Gary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Photo by Connie Schmitt 
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Just in Time for Fatherôs Day  
Contributed by Bob Schmitt 

 
 356 Widows, are you at a loss as to what to get 
your seriously deranged husband for Fatherôs Day?  Here is 
a list of useful tools to feed his obsession: 

 
DRILL  PRESS: A tall upright machine useful for suddenly 
snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so that it 
smacks you in the chest and flings objects  
across the room, denting that freshly -painted Mustang 
fender which you had carefully set in the corner where 
nothing  could get to it.  
 
WIRE WHEEL:  Cleans paint off bolts and then throws 
them somewhere under the workbench at the speed of 
light. Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned calluses 
from fingers in about the time it takes you to say, 'O h sh*t'  
 
ELECTRIC HAND DRILL:  Normally used for spinning pop 
rivets in their holes until you  die of old age.  
 
SKILL SAW:  A portable cutting tool used to m ake studs 
too short.  
 
PLIERS:  Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in 
the creation of blood-blisters.  
 
BELT SANDER:  An electric sanding tool commonly used to 

convert minor touch -up jobs into major refinishing jobs.  
 
HACKSAW:  One of a family of cutting tools built on  the 
Ouija board principle. It transforms human energy into a 
crooked, unpredictable motion, and the more you attempt 
to influence its course, the m ore dismal your future 
becomes.  
 
VISE-GRIPS:  Generally used after pliers to completely 
round off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they can 
also be used to transfer intense welding heat  
to the palm of yo ur hand.  
 
OXYACETYLENE TORCH: Used almost entirely for 

lighting various flammable objects in your shop  
on fire. Also handy for igniting the grea se inside the wheel 
hub out of which you want to remov e a bearing race.  
 
TABLE SAW:  A large stationary power tool commonly 
used to launch wood projectil es for testing wall inte grity.  
 
TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST:  A tool for testing the 
maximum tensile strength of everything you forgot  
to disconnect. 
 
HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK:  Used for lowering an 
automobile to the ground after you have installed  

your new brake shoes, trapping the jack handle firmly 
under the bumper.  
 
BAND SAW:  A large stationary power saw primarily used 
to cut good aluminum sheet into smaller pieces that more 
easily fit into the trash can after you cut on the inside of 
the line instead of the out side edge.  

 
PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER:  Normally used to stab the 
vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-style  
paper-and-tin oil cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but 
can also be used, as the name implies, to strip out Phillips 
screw heads.  
 
HOSE CUTTER: A tool used to make hoses too short. 
 
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER:  A tool for opening paint 
cans. Sometimes used to convert common slotted screws 
into non-removable screws.  
 
PRY BAR:  A tool used to crumple the metal surrou nding 
that clip or bracket you needed to remove in order to 
replace a 50-cent part.  
 
HAMMER: Originally employed as a weapon of war, the 
hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod to 
locate the most expensive parts adjacent the object we are 
trying to hit.  
 
UTILITY KNIFE:  Used to open and slice through the 
contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your front door; 
works particularly well on contents such as leather seats, 
vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector magazines, 
refund checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful 
for slicing work clothes, but onl y while in use.  
 
DAMMIT TOOL:  Any handy tool that you grab and throw 
across the garage while yelling 'DAMMIT' at the top of your 
lungs. It is a lso, most often, the next tool that you will 
need. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


