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Presidentôs Message 

By John Reker 
 

We are into the Fall driving season, so pick some 
events and enjoy your car and talking with other FOG 
members.  Elsewhere in this issue are the details of our 
events ï Roarôn Soar at Fantasy of Flight November 9, and 
our annual Gathering of the Faithful, January 16-18, 2009 
at Lakeland.  In addition, there are several car shows 
sponsored by others that attract a number of FOG 
members.  Notable examples are the Lake Mirror Classic 
October 18, and the Winter Park Concours November 2.  At 
any one of these events you will find fellow FOGgies 
entered and/or being spectators.    See our website 
www.356fog.com for details. 

 
Thanks to Kirk Stowers for the August Bull Session 

and Barbeque.  It was a capacity 
 

 
 
crowd and was a hit, as always.  Kirk always has some 
interesting 356 innovations going on in his shop.  
 

The Nominating Committee will be reporting the 
slate of candidates for Trustee and the ballots will go out in 
November. 

 
On a personal note, I have entered into that great 

adventure called ñrestoration.ò With some help from local 
friends, I have taken my C Cab apart, except for the 
transmission and running gear.  So far I have not twisted 
off any bolts or studs, nor destroyed any bullet connectors 
- a good omen. It next goes to a body shop for bodywork 
and paint.  My substitute car will have a model number 555 
higher, but it is air cooled.  

 
 
Drive those cars -  John 
 

 
 
The Pfosts, the Rekers, 
and the Owens Party 
Aboard the Autotrain 
While Their 356s go 70 
Miles an Hour, Using 
No Gas  
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2008 EAST COAST HOLIDAY  
By Stan Pfost 

 
What a great event!    The 356 Registry went all 

out to sponsor the gathering, and the people who ran and 
assisted in the event did a monumental job of organizing.   
I cannot say enough for these fine people for the work and 
dedication that brought about this happening.  

    
     Our adventure began on Wednesday, September 2nd, 
when Mike and Debbie Owen,  John and Jan Reker, my 
wife Lura and myself put the Owen's Speedster,  the 
Reker's C Cabriolet, and our Roadster on the Autotrain in 
Sanford, Florida.  Needless to say, we were quite 
concerned about not being able to personally load our cars 
onto the train and allowing someone we didn't know do it, 
as was required by AMTRAK.   Anyhow they did a great job 
(no dents or scratches).   If you havenôt ridden the 
Autotrain, you are missing something and ought to try it. 
The Autotrain  travels once a day from Sanford, Florida, to 
Lorton, Virginia, with no stops along the way , and also 
leaves Lorton once a day, returning to Sanford. It leaves 
both places at 4 p.m. and arrives at 8 a.m. In case you are 
confused, there are really 2 trains, one going, and one 
coming. Ha Ha   The train pulled out at 4  p.m. on the dot , 
and we were already in the lounge car having a wine and 
cheese tasting.  The accommodations for sleeping were 
very adequate, and dinner was a white linen affair.  
Sleeping was medium ï to - o.k.  Breakfast was served 
promptly at 7  a.m., and we arrived around 8:30  a.m.  The 
cars were offloaded and checked out, and we were off to 
Lancaster for the event, stopping off  at the wharf in 
Annapolis, Maryland, Mike Owenôs old stomping ground, for 
a seafood lunch.   Mike is famous for knowing the  best 
restaurants and accommodations wherever he goes, and 
his recommendations were great.    
 

On the Way to the Concours Site   Photo by Stan Pfost         

               

On to Lancaster! We arrived there around 3 in the 
afternoon at the Eden Resort, the event headquarters.   
There were already approximately 250  356s there, all lined 
up in a roped off  area .  It was a really beautiful sight  to 
behold.    Overall, there were an impressive 22 cars from 
FOG. There was a wine and cheese welcome that was first 
class. The hospitality of the event organizers was superb, 
and I cannot say too much about the effort they made for 
our comfort and convenience. 

 
     There had been a Thursday driving tour and golf outing 
for those who had arrived early.  Folks who went said they 
had a great time.   Friday morning was an eye opener for 
me. Not having been to a national 356 event before, and 
seeing so many fine 356s in one place, I thought I had to 
have one of everything in the Registry Goodie Store.  Then, 
I realized we only had so much space in the Roadster to 
take things back to Florida.  The Tech session was really 
great for the wives, sweethearts, and those of us who are 
not totally aware of all the d ifferent aspects of the 356 .  I t 
was a "how to recognize the different models of 356  and 
names of them", etc. This tech session was presented by 
Freda Giblin, wife of Bill Block, the 356 Registryôs book 
reviewer and proprietor of Blockôs Books.  Freda was very 
knowledgeable and should write a book of her own.   
Everyone present at the session thought it was great.   
 
     Friday afternoon and evening was a tour and welcome 
dinner at the Strasburg Railroad Museum.  This museum 
would be a Number One Stop for anyone who is really 
interested in steam and diesel trains.   Most are from the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and are very historical.  The facility 
was first class.  The best part was the ride on a train, with 
a steam locomotive pulling restored antique passenger 
cars, with all the noise and smells and smoke that brought 
back memories of my Midwest childhood. A picnic dinner 
was presented at the museum for those who cared to stay 

and dine.  When we returned  to the 
Eden Resort, the hospitality suite was 
open again, with wine, beer, cheese, 
etc., which was a blessing.   
   
    Saturday was the Peopleôs Choice 

Concours.  We left the hotel in 
groups determined by concours 
judging categories, traveling about a 
half hour to Grimes Field, a historic 
grass private airfield, that had many 
historic planes from this area of the 
country on display.  They even had a 
1929 Waco biplane giving short rides 
for a fee.  The volunteer help for this 
undertaking was awesome and the 
facilities were outstanding.  There 
were approximately 280 356s on 
display.   Just as people were making 
their final decisions about their 
favorite cars in each category, the tail 
end of Tropical Depression Fay 
descended on us.     The rain started , 
and voting was hurriedly wrapped up 
and free umbrellas passed out.              
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Thank heaven the hosts had provided a large tent big 
enough to hold all 400 attendees.  After lunch , most of us 
headed back in the rain to the hotel and a good hot shower 
and some relaxation before the banquet.   Itôs ironic that 
we left  with the fear that Fay  would hit Florida while we 
were away, and it missed Florida and hit us all the way up 
in Pennsylvania. 
 

The banquet was an elaborate affair and the food 
and service and spaciousness of the banquet room were 
super, almost like Disney World with its quality.  Mike and 
Terry Davis won their class with their beautiful 1964 Black 
C Coupe. There were also special awards to all the original 
owners attending. FOG had two recipients: Tom Pletcher 
with his 1959 A Coupe, and Bob Dewey with his 1958 
Speedster. After the banquet, we retired to the hospitality 
suite for a nightcap and some munchies. 

  
 Sunday was bright and sunny, allowing all those 
wet 356s to become somewhat drier. Most of us started 
packing to leave unless they had gone to the swap and 
spent their allowance, as I did .   We said goodbye to the 
new acquaintances we had made, and most of us were 
sorry it was over.    

 
 

 

Drive Those Cars Contest  
By John Reker 

Sid Wilde continues to add on the miles and has a 
solid hold on first place.  The next three entrants have over 
6,000 miles.  Although the awards at the end of the year 
are for the top ten finishers, I am listing everyone who has 
reported in with over 1000 miles . 
 
Sid Wilde   Ft. Lauderdale 22089 
Roger Ousley  Melbourne   9108 
George Dunn  Fayetteville, GA   8772 
Glenn Long  Dunnellon   6528 
John Reker  Winter Park   3677 
Mark Pribanic  Neptune Beach   3568 
Mike Owen  Longwood   3150  
Arnie Fried  Ft. Lauderdale    2100 
Frank Hood  St. Petersburg    1991 
Rich Williams  Sarasota     1924 
Jack Kasmer  Sebring     1693 
Mike H. Davis  Orlando     1578 
Karim Rahemtulla  Winter Park    1320 
Dick Weiss  Cincinnati, OH    1288 
Mark Koorland  St. Petersburg    1115 
 

There are three months left in the contest, so 
keep driving.  It is how yo u finish, not how you do along 
the way!  
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Drive Your 356 Day  
 

Central Florida Driving Tour  
by Mike Davis 

 
Central Florida FOGgies had a great turnout for a 

Drive Your 356 Day tour on September 21.  A total of 
thirteen 356s and three 911s arrived at the desig nated 
meeting spot Sunday morning.  We were pleased to have 
Kirk Stowers and Roger Ousley from Melbourne as well as 
Joe Keating from Jupiter make the trip to Orlando for this 
event. 
 

After kicking tires and having a brief driversô 
meeting, we were off , with Donovan Dean in the lead.  
John and Jan Reker volunteered for the caboose (ñTail End 
Charlieò to you Air Force Types) position, since they were 
driving their 993 .  John showed us photos of his ó65 
Cabriolet in its disassembled state, nearly ready for an 
upcoming restoration. 
 

Our route took us through the scenic towns of 
Windermere, Oakland, Montverde, Howey-in-the-Hills and 
other hamlets in Orange and Lake Counties.  Even those of 
us who have lived in Central Florida for many years didnôt 
know quite where we were at times.  Donovan knows back 
roads off of back roads!  Those of you planning to attend 
the Gathering of the Faithful in Lakeland in January will see 

what I mean ï Donovan will lead us on the tour on 
Saturday afternoon.  Having been born and raised in 
Lakeland, he knows the area well. 
 

The official tour concluded at Dead River Vicôs, a 
restaurant in Tavares (near Mt. Dora), where they had 
reserved parking just for us.  Great food and fellowship 
followed, after which cars dispersed in all directions, 
heading back home.  Thanks to all who turned out for this 
event. 

Somewhere in Southwest Georgia                 Photo by Alan Berg 

 

West Coast  
By Rich Williams 

 
Tom and Mireya Holzer provided traditional 

German fare, bratwurst, potato salad, and beans in a 
beautiful, shaded setting at their waterfront home in 
Pinellas Point, just north of the Sunshine Skyway.  We had 
11 356s and 3 lesser Porsches.  The sea breeze kept us 
cool until well past noon.  

 

Panhandle  
  
 Don Boggs reports that he had a total of  two, 
count óem, two 356s at the Panhandle observance, Deep in 
Southwest Georgia.  He and Alan Berg drove their 356s.  
Bob Jones brought the oldest Porsche in his stable, a ô79 
930.  Don reports that Lovebug Season was still in full 
swing up there and that  people simply didnôt want to 
expose their jewels to paint damage.  See photo below. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

COMING EVENTS  
 
Oct 18 Lake Mirror Classic (Concours/Car 
Show), Lakeland 
 
Nov. 2 Winter Park Concours,  Winter Park 
 
Nov. 9   FOG- Formal 
participation in Roar óN Soar at 
Fantasy of Flight, Polk  City  
 
Nov 15  AACA Tour of the Collier Collection 
Details on Page 11 
 
Jan 16 -18  FOG- Gathering of the 
Faithful, Lakeland  
   2009  
 
FOG Events are in BOLD.  For additional 
information on any of the above visit our 
website at www .356fog.com  


